
Here they are, 
your favorites 
for 2016. Thank 
you to everyone 
who voted! 

Congratulations to 
all our winners and 

nominees. You have 
made our sport better 
with your hard work, 
dedication and talent 
and we thank you.

Best Mid-Sized Drop Zone: 
Chicagoland Skydiving Center

Runner-Up:
The Blue Sky Ranch

Best Large Drop Zone:
Skydive Chicago

Runner-Up:
Skydive Arizona
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Best Boogie of 2016:
Summerfest at Skydive Chicago

Runner-Up (tie):
Fly Easy/TSK Boogie at The Blue Sky Ranch
That’s How We Roll Boogie at Skydive Sussex

“If you need me to explain why [Summerfest] then 
you’ve never been. It’s quite literally the biggest party 
possible strapped on top of an amazing week of 
skydiving.”

“[TSK was] a weekend complete with food, beer, booze, 
entertainment, organizing, vibes and insane hosts. It 
was the best four-day party I ever experienced.”

“[Chicks Dig Skydiving at Skydive Danielson had a] 
pink-taco themed dinner, helicopter and hot ladies; 
need I say more?”

[CarolinaFest at Skydive Carolina] was nonstop busy 
from 6:30 a.m. with awesome organizers and the 
overall setup of the boogie was awesome. Shoutout to 
Keith Creedy for the beautiful day-to-day anticipated 
recaps- fucking awesome seeing all the talent.”

“Being at a place where everyone says, ‘Happy Tiki,’ is 
awesome. This year, Skydive New England’s Tiki Boogie 

had multiple aircraft issues, and every time the DZO 
found another plane. On top of that, he was checking on 
every detail including making sure the food was being 
properly attended to. Oh yeah—parties. Best DZ parties 
ever! That, and everyone had awesome skydives.”

“DZ Manager Larry Liebler brought together an amazing 
collection of vendors, organizers, planes, activities and 
entertainment [for the Big O Boogie at Skydive Orange]. 
A ton of people had just come from Summerfest and 
even they were having a blast despite the fact that 
Orange didn’t have anything like the resources and 
infrastructure of Skydive Chicago (not to detract from 
Summerfest though, that was a blast too!)”

“[La Bamba Boogie at Skydive California] had an ice 
luge. I felt like I was 18 again. Perfect.”

“[MOAB Boogie at Skydive Moab had ] awesome LOs, 
good mix of jumpers, awesome off-site jumps, and 
enough aircraft to turn loads all day.”

Best Customer Service:
Chicagoland Skydiving Center

Runner-Up: Skydive Chicago

“Larry, Monica, Gigi and the whole rest of the crew [at 
Skydive Orange] will stand on their heads if they think 
it’ll make you have a better time.”

“[Music City Skydiving] gives new jumpers good deals. 
Whenever I bought anything from him, he always gives 
me a deal and helps out if you can’t pay for it all at 
one time.”

“The DZOs at Skydive Danielson make it clear that fun 
jumpers are a priority. I’ve seen them send up light loads, 
lend equipment, call jumpers to make things happen.”

“From the first step into the café/bar and until you 
stand on the ground, you are getting jokes and all the 
info you need in no time [at Dropzone Denmark]. Even 
from people who are not staff.”

“AMAZING customer service to tandem students [at 
Skydive Spaceland-Houston]. They end up leaving with 
knowledge. And for the fun jumpers: manifest, pilots, 
DZO, managers, packers and riggers spoil them.”

“[Skydive Midwest has] super friendly manifest staff 
and the DZO went skydiving with me my first load there 
because I didn’t know anyone yet.” 

“Skydive California DZO Aaron constantly provides food 
for everyone. Seriously! If he doesn’t have someone 
BBQing for us at lunchtime, he orders food in. His only 
ask is that we keep jumping until sunset.”

“Every James La Barrie influenced drop zone [is best for 
customer service]. No joke.”

Best Drop Zone for Load Organizing:
Skydive Arizona

Runner-Up: Skydive Chicago

“When you can jump with CORE at Skydive Chicago 
whenever you want, how could it get any better?”

“Chicagoland Skydiving Center has cool camps that 
any skill of flyer wouldn’t be intimidated to join and 
learn. Newbies have great access to a bunch of coaches 
and ability to grow.”

“Doesn’t matter how many or few jumps you have, 
[Skydive California has] someone for everyone.”

“Don’t know, but Melanie Curtis is hot.”

Best Small/Cessna Drop Zone: Skydive Danielson
Runner-Up (tie): Skydive Sussex & Skydive Midwest

“The best small DZ I’ve been to this year was West Virginia Skydivers because I went 
there for Safety Day this past year and I learned more on safety day then I ever did 
when I was getting my A-license. They also welcomed me in with open arms and we 
were able to make some fun jumps and hangout with good company.”

“Redlands-UK- the scenery of the English countryside, a cozy 7-seat Airvan. Friendly, 
and no one takes themselves too seriously. Add the mild Tourettes syndrome of DZO 
Brucie, and it’s a winner.”

Best Tunnel: Paraclete XP
Runner-Up: iFly Chicago (Naperville)

“iDon’t fly in tunnels much. Aren’t they all the same?”

“Unfortunately my credit cards are already maxed out.”

“Flystation in Saint Petersburg, Russia: cheap tunnel time and buy 10 hours, get one 
free! Plus they have a restaurant and bar.”
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Best Load Organizer:
Tracy Bohm, Skydive Elsinore

Runner-Up: Chazi Blacksher, Skydive 
Arizona

Honorable Mentions:
- Zach Sabel
- Chuck Akers, Skydive Spaceland-Houston
- Doug Barron, Skydive Chicago
- Garet Bloodworth, Skydive Midwest
- Brad Cole, Chicagoland Skydiving Center
- Jarno Cordia, Paracentrum Texel
- Lawrence De Laubadere
- Sandy Grillet
- Nikia Lane, Skydive Danielson
- JaNette Lefkowitz, Skydive Chicago
- Steve Lefkowitz, Skydive Chicago
- Travis Mickle, Skydive City
- Keith Nugent, Skydive Chicago
- Ryan Risberg
- Jason Russell, Skydive Chicago
- Sam Smith, Skydive Carolina
- Brian Touhey, Skydive New England
- Ashley Desloge, Skydive Danielson

“Hands down. No questions asked. You know how 
we gripe about how hot chicks always get to jump 
with the LOs? Well Zach [Sabel] doesn’t play those 
games. Guy, girl or other; if he says he’ll get back to 
you about doing a jump with you, he will get back to 
you about doing a jump with you. The fact that he 
can take a beginner sit flyer and get them stable and 
taking docks in a single boogie is also nothing short 
of amazing.”

“Did you read that article [by James La Barrie] about 
Zach Sabel? He deserves this crown. He is always a 
runner-up, but he has been one of the best for a long 
time. CarolinaFest, SummerFest - they bring him to 
the best events.”

“Zach Sabel out to the 30th anniversary boogie at 
Skydive Carolina even though we were having a 
hurricane. He still showed up to hang out and talk 
skydiving when the other organizers decided not to 
show up. Meant a lot to our community. Zach deserves 
to win this year”

“Jason Russell. Steph Strange. SDC. They’re a package 
deal! Seriously amazing to watch them team up and 
organize together.”

“Lawrence De Laubadere is always upbeat and 
enthusiastic, puts together fun skydives, stays for the 
party. All hail the whistling crab!”

“[Brian Touhey is] great for newbies, but also 
awesome for jumper who want to take it up a notch.”

“Chazi Blacksher :) Hands down the most fun 
organizer there is.”

“[Keith Nugent is] so friendly and welcoming to all 
new and old jumpers!”

Best Locals: Skydive Chicago

Runner-Up (tie):
- Skydive Taft
- Skydive Danielson
- Chicagoland Skydiving Center
- The Blue Sky Ranch

“The everyday locals at Skydive Chicago are the best. 
Now that they have the jump packages, so many fun 
jumpers every day.”

“Skydive Danielson hands down! You’re part of the 
gang the moment you show up!”

“Friendliest people around [at Skydive Utah]!”

Best Drop Zone for New Jumpers:        
Skydive Chicago

Runner-Up: Skydive Elsinore

“A License and B License Club Rocks at Skydive 
Chicago with free organizers once a month.”

“Skydive Carolina has such a big landing area but 
the jumpers there are super safe. Even during a huge 
boogie like Carolina Fest the staff was super aware 
and super on their game to ensure safety.”

“Skydive Danielson is a small DZ that brings jumpers 
of all experience levels together. You can’t walk up the 
driveway without someone asking you to jump. Low 
timers don’t ever get left out there.”

Best Drop Zone for Safety:            
Chicagoland Skydiving Center

Runner-Up: Skydive Chicago

“No one is ever afraid to ask questions [at Skydive 
Danielson] because the place is so friendly. When 
someone does screw up, the debrief is handled by 
instructors rather than the peanut gallery. Every 
experience is used to teach.”

“Skydive California—we’re going old school and 
making gear checks cool again!”

Best Pilot:                                                            
Dave Schwartz, Skydive Chicago/Sebastian

Runner-Up:                                                           
Steve “Panda” Kaufman, Skydive Danielson

Honorable Mentions: 
- Matt Becker, Skydive New England
- Phil Hatfield, Skydive Chicago
- Brian Higgins, The Blue Sky Ranch
- J.P. Furnari, Skydive Spaceland-Houston
- Billy Janus, The Blue Sky Ranch
- Tom Johnston, Skydive Lonestar
- Matt Kropp, The Blue Sky Ranch
- Curtis Limbach, Skydive Midwest
- Thomas McCauley, Skydive Elsinore
- Mike Mullins, West Tennessee Skydiving
- Kevin Nebeker, Skydive Utah
- Jeff Nelson, Wisconsin Skydiving Center
- Rook Nelson, Skydive Chicago
- Herman Reinhold, Skydive Chicago
- Orion Remaniak, Chicagoland Skydiving Center
- Doug Smith, Chicagoland Skydiving Center
- Kris Snyder, Out of the Blue Skydiving
- Rabbitt Staib, Skydive Spaceland-Houston
- Josh Sutton, Skydive Paraclete XP
- Mark Vickers
- Mark Watkins, Skydive Suffolk
- Juice at Skydive Elsinore

“[Mark Vickers’] mustache alone has more skill and 
experience than every other jump pilot combined.”

“Engine out, Steve “Panda” Kaufman tells us to wait a 
moment before getting out so he can give us a better 
spot. While descending with no motor, he called down 
to make sure all the jumpers made the DZ, then dead 
sticks the landing, and gets the plane off the runway. 
Oh yeah, then jumps in another plane to fly the rest of 
the day. Kick ass, no doubt!”

“Too many awesome pilots to choose one.”

“Kris Snyder at Out of the Blue Skydiving successfully 
landed a King Air after a bird strike with both engines 
out and no additional damage to the plane.”

“Mark Vickers needs to work at every drop zone.”

“Kaitlyn Thomsen is a 28-year-old new jump pilot 
(also a flight instructor) who did something like 40 
loads on her first day at Skydive Cross Keys, going 
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from 7 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. for night jumps. Most of us 
didn’t know it was her first time flying jumpers because 
she was (and has been ever since) so on point. The only 
drawback is that she’s Canadian—but she’s hot and 
doing AFF so we forgive that.”

“Alex Luke pulled through an engine failure during the 
Lost Prairie boogie like a champ!”

Best Vibe: Skydive Chicago

Runner-Up (tie):                                                    
The Blue Sky Ranch
Chicagoland Skydiving Center
Skydive Taft

“Seriously, why do you keep asking? It’s Skydive 
Danielson. There are the DZs with turbines less than 90 
minutes from SD, and we all choose Danielson because 
of the vibe!”

“Skydive Chicago is the ultimate adult playground: 
the jumps, the people, the swimming pond, the swoop 
pond. They have it all.”

“The Ranch has them feels everytime.”

“I showed up [to Skydive New England] as a stranger 
on a Friday afternoon. I left Sunday evening with a 
nickname with two dozen new friends and two dozen 
more skydives...it’s a hell of a place.”

“No matter how many boogies I go to, no place feels 
more like home or has people that feel more like family 
than at Cross Keys!”

“No cliques, no hierarchy at Skydive Temple. Pilots, 
packers, riggers and jumpers of all disciplines hang 
together. DZOs are awesome too.”

“Everyone knows happy skydivers come from California. 
Everyone is friendly, you won’t ever feel excluded, and 
it just feels good to be in the presence of so many 
badasses at Skydive California!”

-Reader’s Choice-

These are the categories we didn’t ask. Winners either 
got several write-in votes, or were just award-worthy in 
our eyes.

Best Gear Store: The Ranch PRO Shop

Best Showers: Chicagoland Skydiving Center

Best Sport Ambassadors:                                   
Steve and JaNette Lefkowitz

Best View: Skydive Moab

Best Bartender: Lisa Kaminski, Skydive Chicago

Best DZO: Rook Nelson, Skydive Chicago

Best Beer Fridge: Des Moines Skydivers

Best Under-Canopy Shoe Catch: Shelby Palmer

Best Ass: Jason Hanson

Best Instructor: Norm Nault, Skydive Danielson

Worst Wait Times: Skydive Elsinore

Worst Jokes: Norm Nault, Skydive Danielson

Worst Things Ever: Groupon DZs

If I was president (of the country, USPA, 
world, whatever), I would:

“Make all airports work with skydiving centers to set up 
a safe area at all airports for skydiving operations.”

“Actually hold DZs and instructors to a minimum 
standard of professionalism.”

“Ban arrogant and disrespectful people from the drop 
zone.”

“Bring back the swoop ponds!!!.......and no manifesting 
until beer fines are paid!”

“Build a better relationship between iFLY and drop 
zones.”

“Build a sky elevator to 14k.”

“Build a tunnel in the middle of the White House.”

“Change elections to a swooping contest.”

“Arrest Hillary Clinton.”

“Deport Donald Drumph.”

“Designate abandoned military bases as federal DZs.”

“Disband the USPA and make a no rules, only the strong 
survive road warrior-esque culture in skydiving like the 
good old days.”

“Everyone would get a FREE closing pin necklace!”

“I can’t even.”

“I would make sure that no ICD-10 codes could be used 
against skydivers in medical billing. (Yes, I told that ER 
doc I sprained my ankle jumping off of a picnic table 
so it wouldn’t be coded as a skydiving accident. I like 
getting health insurance claims paid.)”

“Make it easier for college students to get into the 
sport. It would be nice to see better “advertisement/
targeted marketing toward that age group, including 
maybe even getting involved in the creation of 
college clubs.”

“Make it easier for qualified talented skydivers to work 
on American DZs.”

“Own a boat full of hookers and cocaine and build a tall 
wall … to BASE jump from.”

“Pay working skydivers and organizers what they are 
worth. Like real professional athletes. Why should 
football players make so much, and kick ass skydivers 
have to live in a van?”

“Put a slip and slide in every landing area.”

“Tell everyone to calm the fuck down and be nice to 
each other.”

“Unethically procure new gear and free lifts with 
impeachment inducing regularity. That and two chicks 
at the same time, man.”

“Update cloud proximity rules to allow DZs with 
frequent cloud coverage to operate at their own 
discretion.” 

“WTF kind of question is that? I guess I’d promote world 
peace.”

-Your Final Thoughts-

“Stay safe my friends. 2016 was brutal in the sport.”

“Skydiving is awesome and we should strive to promote 
the people who want to keep it awesome.”

“I Love DZ AWARDS! It gives me ideas for who to visit 
the next year!”

“Will Kitto is bald and awesome. I ride a unicycle.”

“Too many hipster pussies in the skydive world now.”

“Indoor skydiving is not skydiving.”

“If Skydive Danielson wins best small DZ again, 
we will send some strippers to your office to dance 
on your desk.” [The promise of strippers had no 
influence on ballot tabulations. But strippers may 
be sent to 1665 Lexington Ave. Suite 102, DeLand, 
FL 32724. —Ed.] 

 “I love Blue Skies Mag! Can I blow you?!” [Yes. —Ed.]

“Happy birthday to Carol Clay, aka The Queen, from 
Virginia Skydiving Center. 25,000 jumps. She should be 
on the cover of Blue skies Magazine.”

“Blue skies, bitches.”

To read more responses and vote 
breakdowns, go to blueskiesmag.com.
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